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Kathy Ruhf is a principal with Land For Good, a nonprofit

organization focused on planning for working lands in

New England. 

Kathy has been involved with the small and beginning farmer 

for more than twenty years.  She was co-director of the New England

Small Farm Institute from 1987 to 2004.  

Kathy served on the USDA Advisory Committee for Beginning  

Farmers and Ranchers for six years. She was project director for the Growing New Farmers 

project (2000-2004) that established an ongoing Northeast-wide Consortium of over 240 

organizations serving beginning farmers.  

She has served as coordinator of the Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Working Group since 

1992. Kathy is co-author of two books on farmland tenure and farm succession, and is a policy 

specialist in small and beginning farmers and food systems. Kathy holds Masters degrees in 

administration and natural resource management. She lives and works in Belchertown, MA. 
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