
AGRICULTURAL COMMISSION WORKSHOP & RESOURCE FAIR 
NORTHEAST & CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS 

BEST WESTERN ROYAL PLAZA HOTEL, 181 BOSTON POST ROAD WEST (Rte. 20) 
 MARLBORO MASS 01752 

 
AGENDA 

 
8:30 am   Registration & Coffee & Resource Fair 
 
9:15 am  Welcome      Mary Jordan, MA. Department of    
        Agricultural Resources, Agricultural Development 
 
9:30 am  AgCom Presentations    Irene Winkler, Coordinator,    
        USDA-NRCS Pilgrim RC&D 

1. What AgComs Are Doing  
2. What AgComs are Planning TO DO  
3. What Issues Do AgComs Need Help With?  

    
   Resource Providers Presentations:   

1. Describe the service you provide 
2. Note during AgCom presentations any of their needs that you or your organization 

can assist with and address this during your presentations 
 
1. Before the end of the meeting attendees will receive a copy of all of this information 

presented in table format.  
2. Information will be posted  on the AgCom Website www.massagcom.org 

 
10:15 am Local Agricultural Inventories & Value of Agriculture to the Community  
   Jon Jaffe, First Pioneer Farm Credit 
 
11:00 am Break, Networking & Visit Booths 
 
11:30 am Conflict Prevention & Resolution Skills  
   Lorraine Della Porta, Esq., MA Office of Dispute Resolution 
 
12:30 pm Lunch, Networking & Visit Booths 
 
1:00 pm  Farming in Wetland Resources Areas  
   Dan Lenthall, District Conservationist, USDA 
 
1:45 pm  Zoning & Planning By-Law Assistance  
   Frank DiLuna, Esq., Murtha Cullina LLP 
 
2:15 pm  Animal Welfare Regulations  
   Doug Gillespie, Acting Executive Director, MA Farm Bureau Federation 
 
2:45 pm  Farmers Markets & Farm Stands, Cost Analysis  
   Jeff Cole, Mass. Farmers Markets 
 
3:15   Alternative Energy  
   Gerry Palano, Renewable Energy Coordinator, MDAR 
 
3:45   Next Steps 
 
4:00   Adjourn 
 



 
 
RESOURCE FAIR BOOTHS & INFORMATION 
 
American Farmland Trust - "Planning for Agriculture in Massachusetts, A Guidebook for    
     Municipalities" 
Cris Coffin, New England Director 
 
Massachusetts Agriculture in the Classroom 
Marjorie Cooper, President 
 
Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources 
Farm Viability Enhancement Program     Craig Richov, Regional Planner 
APR (Agricultural Preservation Restriction) Program   
Composting Program        
"Mass Grown", Ag-Tourism, Signage     
Agricultural Development, AgTags, Agricultural Trust    
"OLIVER" MassGIS mapping 
 
Massachusetts Farm Bureau Federation -    Doug Gillespie, Acting Executive Director 
Animal Welfare Regulations 
Chapter 61 Changes 
Right to Farm by-laws 
 
USDA - Natural Resources Conservation Service -  Diane Baedeker-Petit & 
Programs & Services, Farming in Wetland Resources Areas Dan Lenthall, District Conservationist 
  
USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service -   Gary Keough, Director 
New England Agricultural Statistics 
 
Additional resource materials provided by: 
USDA - Rural Development      
USDA - Farm Service Agency, Middlesex/Essex County         
Preservation Massachusetts, Barn Task Force 
Buy Local Programs 
 
Gathering Sponsored by: 
The Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources    
Massachusetts Society for Promoting Agriculture (MSPA)  
MA Farm Bureau Federation, Inc.  
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Services  
Pilgrim RC&D Area Council, Inc. 
USDA - Farm Service Agency 
 First Pioneer Farm Credit 
Mass. Office of Dispute Resolution  
American Farmland Trust 
MA Ag in the Classroom 
MA Farmers' Markets  
Murtha Cullina LLP 
JP Bartlett & Co. of Sudbury 


